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   Sometimes, the most we know is that we don't know enough.

   It's no slight to ABC's Guantanamo to say that this vital, thought-provoking special about our military-run prison camp in Cuba's Guantanamo Bay is longer on questions than answers. How could it be otherwise? Though Peter Jennings was able to visit Camp Delta, he was not allowed to speak to any of the almost 600 suspected terrorists held there, and the military, ABC says, censored some of the network's video.

   So by the end of the hour, all you really know about why these prisoners are being held and how they're being treated is what their captors tell you.

   Besides, the most important questions raised by Guantanamo resist easy answers, which is why this report often must be content simply to provoke discussion. With the Supreme Court poised to rule on the legality of the detentions, Jennings asks us to consider their morality and effectiveness. How does a country built on the rule of law deal with terrorism? How can we be sure these prisoners are terrorists? What should we do with them if they are?

   For those who haven't followed the story, Guantanamo first lays out, clearly and objectively, the process that turned this base into a controversial prison. Guantanamo Bay was once maintained mostly to be a thorn in Castro's side, but its location made it an ideal choice to house people captured in Afghanistan who the government determined were "illegal combatants." The designation and the location, the Bush administration says, put the prisoners beyond the reach of the Geneva Conventions and the U.S. Constitution -- and most of the American media.

   With no access to prisoners, Guantanamo tries to give balance by speaking to the Kuwaiti father of one detainee. Not surprisingly, he says his son is innocent, a claim the special can neither verify nor dispute.

   We also hear from the lawyer representing some prisoners who were ultimately freed. Unfortunately, all we hear from the men themselves is a quote from a letter they have sent to the White House accusing the guards of using the same abusive tactics as the guards at Iraq's Abu Ghraib prison. Indeed, one of the report's most troubling aspects is its claim that the tactics used in Abu Ghraib came from Guantanamo.

   Again, there's no answer, nor will there be one until the government tells us what it's doing in Guantanamo. All ABC can do is remind us that we don't really know, and that's an invaluable service in and of itself.
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